Flying

COMPANY TRANSFERRING YOU OVERSEAS? No longer
does this have 1o be a caze of selling off
possessions, tving up loose ends, and gy
leaving evervihing—four-footed critters
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included—hehind. Az more and more
companies branch into international

markets, opening offices in new loca-

tions, bringing the comforts of old-

home to new-home is eazier than

ever before—and that's certainly

rood news for pooch.

Japan's customs regulations are
fairly straightforward in  their
requirements—yvon gol he docu-
ments; vou got the doggie. This pri-
marily means having a health
certificate, completed within 30 days

of departure by a veterinarian, and

theze are often standardized forms

that all vets have. (Some countries may

additionally require an official stamp
from your Department of Agriculiure, so
vou may want to check this out well in advance.)

Escaping Japan's mandatory quarantine period, however, may
be a little trickier, “Get used to a hassle,” says Robert Chaiken, cui-
rent Tokyo resident and owner of Teddy, a well-traveled and accli-
mated pup. *Unless you humble yourself [at the quarantine officez],
or ‘kiss ass,” you'll be leaving the dog behind at the airport for af
least two weeks,” The alternative option is home quaranting, and
reporting to Warita with the dog once a weel for two weeliz, Teddy
was lucky, because of her age (she's not a spring chicken any
more}, she was given maore consideration and allowed to go home.
Ruby-chan was nol so lucky,

“We had heard about the possibility of home quarantine,” savs
Tokyo-transferee Susan Norton—whose pup is a native Japanese
resident (with American citizenship, of coursel— and s0 we
hrought photos of our house, to show that it was all fenced in, pho-
tos of the letterbox and mail with our address =o they could see it
was our house, and all our papers were in order. They still said no,
apparently hecause she was healthy she needed Lo stay—go figure
that Ingic!” Euby was quarantined at Marita kennels for two weels,
at a cost of ¥3,000 per day, plus ¥3.000 for the transportation. In
total, the quarantine period cost the Tamily ¥43,000,

Cnce they ot over the tragic two-week separation though, the
owners were fairly impressed with the kennels at Marita. When
Ruby was reunited with the folks, she had had her nailz clipped, her
ears cleaned, and there was “not a loose hair on her head.”

Bella Katz (bella@japanincnet) in Tokyo

door-to-door

How much is that doggie in

the jumbo?

When coming to Japan

® Howve your currenl haallh cerificate, with proat sl appropriate
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voCcination: CInCally na |:JI-F!.'-| recay.

®f vour dog s older, you may try for home guorantine, Have pha

ingraphs and preof of your residence, showing the dog'’s encle
iving spoce.
® Be preparad for o b

the kennel. Baing an island counlry, lapan is sericus aooul keeping

dizaase out.

When leaving Japan
® ioke sure

your regular doggiebax, but a specially designed ana. T

your deg leaves in an Intemational Dog Carrier. This is not

it for approximately §50
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con be purchosed at the air
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® Chack in early. Quaranting is a litle cut of the woy, and you will have
o go there and obtoin special papers from the airport ver [¥1,500].

® toke sure you have updodote healh cerificotes and weecination
pORETS

& | wou're planning on coming bock with fe dog, be prepared to pro

vide firm return,/reentry dates so that the steff can furnish you with the
o

® Ajrfore for dogs costs arcund ¥1.5,000,

ropriale raturr papears,

Japan Inc. MNovember 1999

G3




